Delraont commenced its abatement activities on January 15, 1980, and
completed them on January 16, 1980.  Abatement was accomplished through the
installation of 365 posts on 4-foot centers.

Inspector Russo returned to the mine on January 18, 1980.  At approxi-
mately 8 a.m., he issued modification 624406-1 which states that "Citation
No. 624406 is hereby modified to change the part and section to 75.17Q4-l(a)
instead of 75.200 and to include in the citation that until the area is sup-
ported with posts on 5-foot centers, the required width of 6 feet could not
be maintained in the designated return escapeway" (Exh. M-5).  Inspector
Russo's testimony clarified this modification.  His intention was to modify
Citation No. 624407, which was also issued on January 15, 1980. 5/  He cor"
rected his error on January 24, 1980, by issuing modification 624407-3 to
show that modification 624406-1 was modified to 624407-1 (Exh. M-6) .

When modification 624406-1 was Issued, the inspector did not tell the
operator that the abatement procedures discussed on January 15, 1980, were
changed in any way.  More significantly, modification 624406-1 was served on
Mr. Miller.  His testimony makes clear that he knew at the time that Inspec-
tor Russo had committed an error in writing the modification.

At 10:30 a.m. on January 18, 1980, Inspector Russo terminated Citation
No. 624406.  The citation was terminated because "[w]ooden posts were
installed to bring the wld'th of all entries and crosscuts down to 18 feet
wide as required by the roof control plan" (Exh. M-4).  The termination was
served on Mr. Miller.

At 7:10 a.m. on January 23, 1980, the citation was modified to fill an
omission on the face of the original citation by designating 8 a.m. as the
time by which termination was due (Exh. M-7) .

At 7 a.m. on May 14, 1980, the citation was modified "to show the oper-
ator name as 'Delmont Resources, Inc.1 not Republic Steel Corporation" (Exh.
M-8).

Exhibits M-4, M-5, M-6, M-7 and M-8 were served on Homer Miller and
designate Delmont Resources, Inc., as the mine operator.

37The following description appears under the "condition or practice"
heading on Citation No. 624407:

"An area 14 feet long and 11 feet wide in the designated return escape-
way approximately 100 feet outby survey point 284 was not supported according
to the approved roof control plan, bolting, full bolting or crossbarring.
The area was supported solely by wooden posts which Is not according to the
plan.  This condition was allowed to exist in the 4 Left section, I.D,
No. 003, survey point 284 in the No. 3 entry" (Tr. 99).

1089way down the No.   1 entry.     Mr.  Miller testified
